
Older people face difficulties 
finding age friendly housing

Is housing suitable in later life?

Is your home suitable for later life?

⅓ won’t move
⅓ might move
⅓ already moved

*Homeowners only

Reasons to move...

Barriers to moving

Have you already moved 
in later life, or would you 
consider it?*

In 2023, National Seniors Australia asked over 5,000 people aged 
50+ about their housing situation, ageing in place and willlingness to move.

“the ability to be able 
to move, physically 

and mentally”

“if we sold we could 
not afford to buy in 
and around Perth, 
to be near medical 
needs and younger 
family members” 

“We want to downsize 
to a 3 bedroom 

apartment but it will 
cost more than our 
current home and 

include an enormous 
amount of stamp duty 

in the purchase. 
Not fair.”

“There is very little 
suitable housing 
available to buy 
for older people. 

Developers are NOT 
INTERESTED.”

Only 44% 
have housing 
suitable for 
ageing in 

place

44% 26% 10% 9% 11%

Done 
34%

No 
33%

Maybe 
33%

50%

43%

37%

Ageing in place

Personal reasons

24%

2%

14%

Meet ageing needs

Smaller property

Improve lifestyle

Money from sale

Larger property

Other

Resource barrier

Personal barrier

Structural barrier

Hassle of buying-selling-moving

Stamp duty

Don’t want to leave area

Few appropriate homes

Low value of current home

Sale proceeds reduce pension

Other

50%

32%

29%

19%

19%

9%

9%

Yes, it’s suitable
It’ll be okay 
with some 

modifications

It’s not okay 
and I can’t 

modify

It’s not 
okay so I’m, 

moving

Not 
sure


